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The Moving Spotlight 
Cost of War: Amid all the talk 


about high taxes, Government 
spending, the welfare programs. 


ete., don’t forget that 75 per cent of 
all Federal spending is earmarked 
for war, — past or future. Every- 
thing else the Government spends 
has to come out of the remaining 
25 per cent. We've mentioned this 
before, and a number of other pub- 
lications have emphasized that 
point recently, ineluding the con- 
New York Times’ mili- 
tary analyst, Hanson Baldwin. Not 
only is peace a noble dream for 
mankind, — it’s a very practical 


servative 


one, 

The Peace Offensive, advo- 
cated by Quakers, is supported by 
soldiers too. 3onner Fellers 
recently stated that our re-arma- 
ment program for Europe would be 
little more than a “Maginot Line 
on Wheels that would give us a 
(and) 
. serve to incite rather than deter 
the can 

that capitalistic 
armed might is being amassed to 


Gen. 


false sense of security 


war (because) Kremlin 


logically claim 
destroy Russia While history 
is replete with failure of nations to 
keep the peace by force, we have 
chosen a peace program today 
which relies principally on military 
The belief that might 
makes right is un-Christian, Peace 
can stem only from things of the 
spirit.” 


might. 


This West Point trained profes- 
sional soldier of long experience 
called on us to launch a psycholog- 
ical offensive for peace by assem- 
bling “the talent and genius and the 
spiritual values of our people in a 
compelling appeal to the Russians” 
over the heads of their leaders. 


New Zealand is making strik- 
ing progress in constructing homes 
for the aged under the state hous- 
ing program. By 1952 it is expect- 
ed that all needs for this purpose 
will be met. The Housing Minister 
reported recently: “In these new 
(continued third col., FOURTH page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast 
A CAMPAIGN OF DANGEROUS DECEPTION and conscienceless 


smearing is sweeping the country, with the words “socialistic”, 
“eommunistie” and “pink” being hurled by the hired mouth-pieces of 
powerful reactionary groups through the eooperation of millionaire pub- 
lishing companies and ultra-fundamentalist religious groups — both 
Protestant and Catholic. 
and stopping all progressive, liberalizing 
is striking at many responsible citizens, 


seems intent on discrediting 
America. It 
some of them wealthy men 
but progressive in viewpoint, Republicans and Democrats alike, 
with institutions like the Methodist Church, the Council of 
Churches. Out of the thousands of letters we have received warmly 
praising Between The Lines for its courageous reporting, we too get a 


This campaign 
movements in 


— along 


le * le ora | 


fringe of letters accusing us of having wandered from the path of true 
economie orthodoxy ! 


In order that our readers may keep their perspectives in this truly 
dangerous contusion which is being so deliberately ereated, here is a 
greatly condensed outline of the battleground of today’s struggle, an 
outline of facts to keep before your eves for you will need it in the 
months to come. The facts we present can be ranking 
economist, professor of economics or by vourself in any publie library. 
We present this outline as a kind of Manifesto of Christian Capitalism 
in today’s conflict: 


verified by any 


GocraLisat VS. COMMUNISM: It is common knowledge that so- 
cialism has two meanings: In its mild form it means that the state 
takes over ownership and control of the basic source materials and in- 
dustries such as oil, coal, timber, ores, electric power, banking, railroads, 
communications. 
England, ete. 


That is the moderate socialism of Sweden, Denmark, 


Radical socialism or communism means that the state takes over 
ALL industries and assumes ownership and management of the land. 

Those who advocate the first economic system are Socialists. 

Those who advocate the other are Communists. If they advocate 
the establishment of such a state on materialistic grounds and by violent 
revolution, they are Marxist Communists. 

With capitalism dying all over the world it has become obvious 
that capitalism cannot survive where it does not move forward to meet 
the desires and needs of awakening humanity. CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES 
PROVIDE THE ONE CLEAR UNIVERSAL AND ADEQUATE WAY that 
American capitalism may move forward on sound and logical lines by: 

1. Securing stabilized high wages so that American consumer 
power may continue on an adequate level. — a point all economists ad- 
mit is now essential. 

2. Securing a widespread system of basic security so that we may 
prevent the desperation and want that breeds such evils as communism 
and faseism. 

3. Making accessible to the masses of minimum wage earners 
adequate housing facilities for the same reasons. Such housing facilities 
should be self-liquidating and a part of the investment structure of free 
With half the world already in the grip of 
revolution, where private capital is unwilling or unable to meet this im- 


capitalism wherever possible. 


perative need, government funds should be used until private ownership 
ean be established. 
abroad. 


Such systems are already under way at home and 


(continued on NEXT page) 





The Front Line 


One of the most. significant 
pieces of news of recent weeks got 
no banner headlines, and yet it in 
volves the mobilization of the real 
campaigners in the coming ideo- 
logical struggle for and 
freedom. It is the organization of 
the World Confederation of Teach- 
ing Professions, involving 3 million 
teachers countries and 
uniting the entire teaching profes- 


peace 


from 55 


sion outside the iron eurtain, — 
set up after 18 months of behind- 
Dr. W. 
F. Russell, president of Teachers 
College, Columbia University, de- 
scribes it as a single powerful 
group of educational leaders here 
and abroad, 


the-seenes maneuvering. 


its object to pro- 
mote understanding and good will, 
to safeguard peace and freedom. 
Victory or defeat of the future 
will be on the ideological level, — 


the shooting wars eause material 
damage and suffering, but they 


don’t make much of a dent on the 
real issues. The Communists have 
long fought on this level and aim- 
ed their inroads at two vulnerable 
points, — labor and youth. The 
hon-communistie world is just be- 
ginning to take up the fight on the 
ideological level at these points. 
The reeent organization in London 
of the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions (uneompro- 
misingly opposed to the Communist 
world program) will speak for over 
50 million workers. Now the teach- 
ers of the non-communistie world 
are joining a parallel group. 

Though press, radio, movies may 
appear to be flashier molders of 
public opinion, — the aroused 
united efforts of the teachers of the 
free nations of the world could hold 
the balance of influence whenever 
they decide to use it. If our po- 
litical leaders really want to fight 
communism on the front lines, the 
really big armaments should be 
going to support this World Con- 
federation of the Teaching Profes- 
sions which could be a powerful 
weapon in the fight for peace and 
freedom. 





“The State of Europe” 


Verification with emphasis of 


many past reports in Between Th 
Lines on the E lropean situation 
may be found in a eurrent book 
‘The State of Europe” by Howard 
Kk. Smith (Alfred A Knopf, $3.75). 





radio 


res to look at the 


Smith is a noted 


who, like BTL, da 


reporter 








truth and does not bend to the pres- 
sure to make his reporting fit into 
the pi ire that ts being torce-f d 
to tie (merle p iblic he 
politi tl litary financial oli hy 
that are united America’s for- 
eign policy (though divided on do 
mestic fair deal issues). This 


nk and realistic it has 


book is sO fr 





been given the hush-hush in most 


of the country, yet it was writ- 
ten b one of America’s k ading 
younger radio newsmen, and pre- 
sented by one of the most reputable 
md = conservative publishers in 
America. Mr. Smith here reports 
I iy things he no doubt felt 
were a little too penetrating and 
realistic for the mass radio audi- 
ence and the material presented 
is certainly too stout for those who 
cling blindly to the status quo. But 
he offers facts we all should look at 
(] 1arel 

Firs he believes that to over- 
eome t dis tedie (of) the 
twentieth century . .. the market 
must be replaced by planned 
economy - (a ) the profit mo- 
tive by the centives of the 
Welfare State”, but he adds that 
measures of this order will sound 
too radical for application in 
America.” Yet } vs that’s what 
it will tak to save democracy it 
Kurope 

On the other hand, he is very 


and her method 


which he says “thas been worse than 


critical of Russia 


, 


a crime’’, and he follows with a re- 
view of Russia’s brutal and blatant 
malevolence in Eastern Europe. At 
the same time, he does think 
behaved well either, 
and he blames our press and radio 


1 


not 


we have too 


in particular for iweerations that 
have many imes soured the possi- 
bilities of reasonable compromise. 
We hi; e do mane Incent ob, 
it] uur billions in saving the 
parliamentary institutions of the 
free peoples, according to Smit! 
and our Marshall PI as saved 
Europe from communism. But it 
has ec! eved this by being used 
me stly as relief, rather than to 
solve basie problems, thus when 





it is cut off he is afraid Western 


Europe will still be just as much in 
need of our help as ever. Meat 

\ hile We hay nee ited many bene 
its of our help by other dangerous 
policic« such as: 

In Germany, we have headed off a 
reasonable social evolution, pro- 
tecting the old classes and re storing 
them to the old uncl anged frame- 

rk, but ignoring the pressures 


(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (cominued) 


CU 
trusts and corporations that increasingly tend to mo. 


urbing by legal procedures the great industrial combines, 


»polize fields of tree 
enterprise, squeezing out competition, ti ine prices aid otherwise destroy 


ing free enterprise. It was this tread tha: brought in he statism of Franco 


in Spain, Hitler’s nazism and the Fascist statism of Mussolini. Such monopo- 
listie trends provide one of the gravest dangers to tree enterprise capi- 
talism today. 

the 
certain fields as a safeguard against monopolistic growth and to provide 


5. Encouraging systems of privately-owned cooperatives in 
means for the people to help themselves when economic stress would other- 
Cooperatives have proved in 
( jlow 


] 
wut the common people 


wise leave them to charity or state doles. 
s to he the pre ventative of widespread dole systells. 
| 


odd that the loudest al 
leaning on the government these days are the same ones who smear the 


folks who complain the 


cooperative movement as communistic!) 


6. Establishing basie health service for all people in whatever 
volunteer manner will preserve a maximum of individual freedom and 
the highest scientifie standards. 

the 
part of industry, labor and government (including government because 
the chief industrial 


to stabilize our economy and avoid depressions. I 


7. Setting up volunteer systems of industrial planning on 


spending is one of sources of ac- 


government 
tivity) ‘onomists 
are warning that a serious depression will surely and thoroughly wreck 


our post-war economy. 


8. Promoting and fostering private and individual ownership and 


eontrol - above centralized ownership 


with responsibility and character - 


and control, whether in government or business. 


The only other point we would add is that since our private power 
corporations either would not or could not develop the abundant power 
it were so desperately needed, government in this country 


All concede that development of abundant 


resources th: 
has been compelled to step in. 
cheap power has become an essential to modern capitalism. ‘To prevent 
over-centralization, such government developments should be put under 
the control of local authorities, (states, counties, cities, ete.) and the 


distribution might well be through private business channels under 
adequate regulation. 

By going back over the indisputable definitions of socialism and 
communism given above, any person who seeks truth, who wants to be 
fair or just ean see that these eight principles have nothing to do with 


socialism or communism as those systems exist or are taught. 


These are the advances in our society urged by the church leaders 
and institutions now being smeared by the mouth-pieces of ultra-reactionism. 
To say these people or groups are socialistic or communistic or “‘pinkish”’ 
is a flat falsehood. 


NOTHER TECHNIQUE being used is to accuse the smear victim 

of having belonged to an organization that had Communists in it 
and is now labelled a Communist front. But during the war when Russia 
was our ally it was the stylish and proper thing to join some of the many 
help-Russia organizations. 
Wall St. bankers, 
educators, 


Many of our most responsible citizens did, — 
industrialists, big merchants, scientists, civic leaders, 
and of course many Communists also joined such bodies 
them. 


] . 1 
letting ft 


and tried to ru 


But now the trick is to hold up some name to 
orn without e public know of the other famous big business 
none of whom had 
with or sympathy for communism, but were eager to help 
Russia whip the Nazis. The membership role of “The Friends of Soviet 
Russia” in 1945, for instance, would read like Who’s Who. But the 


smear artists disregard these surrounding facts and without conscience 


names that would also be found on the same pages — 


any connection 





71 


and decency attempt to destroy me) a:d their characters. 


For an example of such irresponsible tactics, the Christian Century 
of January 4 revealed how John T. Flynn’s much quoted book “The Road 
Ahead” smeared the Federal Council of Churches by misquotations, de- 
liberate misinterpretations and brazenly falsified statements concerning 
documents of the Council. Mr. Flynn also got his information for his 
attacks from sources that are without authority and would never stand 
in anything but a kar 
Committee for Constitutional Government is ardently pushing Flynn’s 
book Between The Lines 


has the policies of the 


izaroo court. Yet such reactionary groups as the 


by propaganda releases and cireularization. 
no co! i 


with, nor does it subseribe to, 


( nection 
Federal Council of Churches, 


but we are interested in giving our read- 
ers the background and significance of these dangerous trends and tactics. 


Let us be clear about it, — Belween The Lines wholcheartedly sub- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


“The State of Europe” 


(continued ) 
tha’. drove Germany inio two aggres- 
s've wars ... we have just simply 
restored the same old Germans who 
twice provoked world wars. 

In Greece, we support a Govern- 
ment that couldn’t exist without 
our financial aid, — yet it 


right on with corruption that, with- 


goes 
out us, would have to reform itself 
ITe states: “No 
one is protecting Greek democracy 


or yield its power. 


for it does not exist . . . No one is 
seeking to preserve Greek inde- 
pendence, for 
thing . . . America is in Greece for 


interests, 


there is no such 
her own power political 
and Russia is trying to get in for 
Whatever else 
the powers say is, to quote Homer 
Bigart of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, undiluted eyewash.” 

In Italy, we have ignored the need 
for the most elementary reforms 


the same reason. 


which are necessary to keep the 
country from going right back into 
the minute our charity 
He thinks the West’s vic- 
tory in the crucial Italian elections 


fascism 


stops. 


was bought at a very high price 
which allied us “with social elements 
whose aims have nothing to do with 
democracy . .. and cast legitimate 
doubt on the professed American 
policy of respec’ing the independ- 
Mr. Smith 
agrees with other authorities that 
the basic problem of Italy is simply 


ence of other nations.”’ 


that there are too many Italians for 
“Meanwhile, 
with complete impunity, fascism 


the land to support. 


vrows in the open.” 

In Great Britain, which he calls 
“The Fallen Bastion’, he reports 
that the 
caused by socialism but by a bank- 
rupt capitalism which the Laborites 
inherited. Je doubts whether Brit- 
ain can fully recover her former vi- 
tality because the war changed her 
from an international lender of 16 
billion dollars to a borrower of 12 
billions. 

In France, the deep basic trouble 
is moral, and the French need a 
‘‘moral rejuvenation”, rather than a 


main problems are not 


revolution, if they are to recover. 
He deseribes de Gaulle’s ideas as 
“clearly Napoleonic.” 

Eastern Europe: Mr. Smith 
paints a discouraging contrast be- 
tween conditions in Western and 
Fastern Europe. In the first place, 
the countries behind the Iron Cur- 


tain, though they lost twice as 
many lives and suffered twice the 
war damage, — and have had no 
Marshall aid, — were able to pass 


pre-war production figures sooner 
than the West, — and Poland and 
Bulgaria now rank first over the 
world for advance of production 
since the war. Smith reports these 
facts without evading the dreadful 
influences of communism in these 
areas, and he concludes that, in 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


“The State of Europe” 
(continued ) 

spite of communism, the peoples in 
the satellite countries — with the 
exception of Czechoslovakia — 
have made great progress on social 
and economic levels and generally 
support the new regimes. He ex- 
plains their acquiescence to the So- 
viets, emphasizing that such coun- 
tries had never known democracy 
during pre-war Conservative eras, — 
so they don’t worry about what they 
never had anyway. And here Smith 
recalls bitterly our indifference 
over conditions in these countries 
during pre-war years when Rightist 
tyrants committed murders and 
crimes of all kinds, — yet the same 
crimes disturb us mightily when 
they’re committed by Leftist ty- 
rants. Smith reviews our uncon- 
cern over the murder of the Bul- 
garian peasant-party leader, Stam- 
bouliski, in 1923 by a Rightist re- 
gime, — and then points to our in- 
dignation when the leader of the 
same party, Petkov, was murdered 
in 1947 by a Communist regime. 
(Of course the difference is that 
the Rightists in ’23 didn’t threaten 
our American dollar interests!) 
According to Smith, Eastern Eu- 
rope is on the way to recovery and 
prosperity, despite the Communist 
governments, — and he feels that 
trade between East and West would 
do a great deal to re-build Western 
Kurope. Without it, Western Eu- 
rope must continue surviving on 
the American dole. ITlis econelu- 
sions Russia are that, de- 
spite his abhorance of their meth- 
ods and their outright crimes, they 
are nevertheless “moving in the di- 
rection of history”, and — that “it 
is possible to live in peace with the 
Soviet Union.” 


about 


Keep in mind that we are not 
quoting an agitator or a Red, we’re 
not quoting a labor leader or a 
radical, — we’re quoting one of the 
most highly respected foreign cor- 
respondents in Europe today, — in 
a book presented by one of the most 
respected publishing houses in the 
country. It’s a factual and objec- 
tive account of the way things are, 
— and as citizens we would do 
better to look at the facts straight, 
even when they aren’t pleasant. 
For if our present foreign policy 
continues, it may be almost impos- 
sible to avoid a military impasse. 
Yet the gist of Smith’s report is that 
if we face the facts, there is a peace- 
ful way through them into the new 
era. 





CORRECTION: In our Jan. 23 
issue, we stated that “Over-all in- 
dustrial production in Britain is 
40 per cent of the average for 
1938.” This should have been “40 
per cent above that of 1938.” As 
the late Mayor LaGuardia once 
said, “When I pull a boner, it’s a 
beaut.” 


THEY WILL FOLLOW ONE OR THE OTHER 





Hy | 
THE TURBULENT 
OF TKAE SARTE 











nse Le 2 ei 


There is something of an inevitable choice moving through 
present world trends. Millions of people in America, hundreds 
of millions of people in Europe and Asia have awakened at last 
to the realization that they are part of the human race — that 
they are no different from and are entitled to the same earthly 
rights as an American millionaire or a princess of England. They 
simply will no longer endure the inequalities of the past. Many 
have neither the ability nor the training to make full use of their 
opportunities, but they want the right to try, and most of them 
will only be able to lift their standards of existence that fraction 
which seems so small to us but is such a miracle to them. The 
Communists have made great strides in offering these pressing 
throngs the means and leadership to achieve their longing. But 
the Communists will do it by fire and destruction while Christian 
teachings offer the same hope through brotherhood, justice and 
Christian sharing. As time moves on, the world makes its choice. 








X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


scribes to the above outline of a progressive Christian capitalism. Our pages 
are filled with reports related to progress in these fields. To label such 
principles and the pursuit of them as socialistic and communistic is not 
only illiterate and false but more dangerous than bringing in a ship load 
of Communists and agitators. For if these principles are suppressed, 
and fifteen or twenty million men should get out of work in this country 
as they well may before too long, what will happen then to our “way of 
life” will reveal that those who now endeavor to stamp out enlightened 
leadership are the real traitors and betrayers of America’s destiny. 


HE ALGER HISS CASE is not too distantly related to this whole 
situation. Hiss was no doubt all tangled up in secret U. S.-Russia 
contacts and very unfortunately so. But press reports have interpreted 
the trial as closed evidence that Hiss was spying for Russia which was 
not the case before the court. An admitted traitor, perjurer and ex- 
Communist was gleefully embraced by the “hate-Russia” elements and 
used to convince a jury that Hiss had been a Communist contact within 
the State Dept., — a situation which Hiss has denied. Ie couldn’t 
make the denial stick. But this trial was a political battle first and a 
legal trial only second. The verdict of the jury was considered strictly 
surface stuff by unprejudiced newsmen who have sat in close during the 
whole case. Their opinions indicate that there is more to this case than 
will ever be dug out, and that Hiss has been caught in a spot where he 
must take the rap to protect others, — probably many others. Powerful 
pressures on the news have been able to make the American people forget 
that during the late thirties every informed person knew that Hitler in- 
tended to attack Russia. His book, ‘Mein Kampf” told the world all about 
it ahead of time. At that time the same political and financial interests 
(continued on NEXT page) 


The Health Front 
~. 


health is an 


that 
national 


growing conviction 
important 
asset, like education, is inspiring 
much constructive discussion from 
both the left and right and both 
will make a contribution to 


ultimate eourse. 


our 
We hope this will 
be a mature intelligent middle road 
that the soundest 
thinking in political camp, 
along with the experience of other 
nations that have pioneered on 
modern health frontiers. 

The Patient’s Responsibility: 
The Swiss have had a wide system 
of health insurance for nearly forty 
years, — with about three-fourths 
of the population covered, though 
it is obligatory for only a few 
groups. The Swiss, a notoriously 
ultra-conservative people, would be 
astonished if they heard their sys- 
tem described as socialistic, yet it 


incorporates 


each 


is subsidized by the Government to 
the extent of about 16 per cent. It 
is operated generally on a local 
private-group level although its ad- 
ministration must conform to a de- 
tailed Federal law. But the Swiss 
have learned, even in their racket- 
free and highly responsible popu- 
lation, that a percentage payment by 
the patient at the point of treat- 
ment prevents doctor and patient 
from collusion on a higher fee than 
necessary. Thus the patient pays 
from 15 to 25 per cent of the cost 
in cash, the balance is paid by in- 
surance. Incidentally, the 
also have a special insurance plan 
for such diseases as tuberculosis. 
Personally believe that the 
Swiss pattern for health insurance 
offers America a better model than 
the British. 

Subsidy for Medical Educa- 
tion: Without waiting for the 
Federal health insurance program 


Swiss 


we 


to get legislative support, Congress 
is working on a medical education 
subsidy plan, which, as might be 
expected, the American Medical 
Association is fighting. The short- 
age of doctors in many areas, nota- 
bly in the Middle West, South and 
West, is partly responsible for con- 
gressional concern, — military re- 
quirements are also behind this in- 
terest in the nation’s health, for 
far too high a proportion of 
American youth were rejected as 
physically unfit for military service. 

The AMA apparently wants to 
keep the medical profession a 
closed shop for the well-to-do, be- 
cause certainly no one else ean af- 
ford medical educations for their 
sons these days. It’s a very expen- 
sive course, and medical schools no 
longer approve of students work- 
ing their way through. 

The proposed subsidy is the first 
realistic step toward long-needed 
medical reform in America. Our 
medical practice stands at the high- 
est peak of scientific achievement 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





The Health Front 


(continued) 

in the world, but if we are to main- 
tain our democracy, more people 
must be brought within its radius. 

Not only is the cost of medical 
education far beyond the means of 
most American youths, but the fa- 
cilities for training doctors are 
limited. Of the 25,000 who tried 
to get into the crowded medical 
schools in the fall of 749, fewer 
than 7000 were accepted. Of 
course many of those who applied 
were not qualified, but many more 
were qualified — and needed — 
than could be accepted. And the 
national medical shortage includes 
not but dentists, 
nurses, public health officers. It is 
also proposed to allocate a percent- 


only doctors 


age of the subsidy for vocational 
training of practical nurses. The 
subsidies will go to schools for both 
buildings and operation, as well as 
for scholarships. 

What Is Humane? Here is a 
promine nt New York doctor’s view 
on a problem that is troubling the 
thinking of Americans, — 
the plight of the incurable suffer- 
ing ill. Dr. A. L. Goldwater, in a 
speech before the Euthanasia So- 
ciety of stated that he 
had left overdoses of morphine in 
reach of incurable patients. sisi 
tell the patic nt that one tablet will 
ease the pain, but warn him to be 
careful takes the 
whole bottle he may not wake up 
: If that be murder, make the 
most of it. Every doctor I have 
talked with about this has had the 
same experience.” 

The takes 
the position that this is a humane, 
the terrible 
some eases of incur- 
A well-known Meth- 
odist pastor, Dr. Lloyd F. Worley, 
stated that he had prayed for the 
’ of such patients. 

How Christian thought will find 
its way through this problem will 
be one of the challenges of our 


many 


America, 


because if he 


Euthanasia Society 


civilized answer to 
ae : 
suffering in 


able illness. 


“merciful release’ 


spiritual development. 





Whazzat? “If Joe Stalin starts 
a war, we're ready to lick hell out 
of Russia by 5 a. m.” — See. of 
Defense Johnson. 

“Those who talk about a quick 
victory over Russia are fools.” — 
Gen. Omar Bradley. 


WHILE STALIN was making a 
the 
audience sneezed. He interrupted 
himself and asked, “Who sneezed 2” 
No reply, so Stalin gave a nod, a 
rat-tat-tat and 
mowed down the first row. Again 
he asked, “Who sneezed?” No re- 
the gun mowed 
down the second row. Stalin ask- 
ed again, “Who sneezed?” A man 
in the third row raised his hand. 
“God bless you,” said the Marshall 
and went on with his speech. 





speech recently, someone in 


machine gun went 


machine 


ply, 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


(who are still dancing over Roosevelt’s grave) were then doing everything 
possible to be sure that Hitler did attack Russia, — as a good way to end 
both plagues. Since Russia wasn’t ready for war it was the proper and 
respectable thing to help her get ready. We sold the Russians great 
quantities of heavy machinery for armament making, vital electrical, 
oil and other equipment. The very boys who are making the biggest 
racket now were very eager to make such deals in those days, — both for 
the shekels and to help arm Russia, as American trade reports for those 
days verify. Then when the war broke and the Russian invasion came, 
we did our utmost secretly and openly to help Russia. Millions of Rus- 
sians died, 8000 Russian cities, towns and villages were destroyed 
by the Nazi invasion. But the Nazi war machine was worn down to its 
reserves by the Russian resistance — with the aid of American lend-lease. 
We took up the war against Germany where the Russiaus had left off. 
But powerful interests, determined to destroy Roosevelt’s influence 
in economie and political trends, have seen to it that the stage was re-set 
so that the public would be forced to view personalities and events against 
a different background. 
can advise our readers that numerous contacts 


We cannot quote sources in this instance but 
and news sources have 
convineed us that the Hiss affair is only one end of a raveling that if 
pulled too hard and long would bring out a web that would make as many 
Republicans run for cover as Democrats. The tragedy of Alger Hiss is 
that, like Samson, he cannot defend himself without bringing down upon 
himself and countless others the house that politics has built. We could 
report more but had better duck! 


HE COSTLY STALEMATE between the coal operators and John L. 
Lewis marks one of the last lunges of the old time labor leader who 
specializes in politics, personal likes and dislikes and intricate behind- 
the-scenes strategy. The younger labor leaders are more direct and forth- 
right, especially when they can meet alert enlightened management, — as 
in the case of Walter Reuther of the auto workers and young Henry Ford. 
No dramatic eyebrow waving or secret bully wagging there — but just 
straight frank negotiation. But remember the vast majority of labor 
negotiations are settled peacefully, constructively, but that’s not consid- 
ered news, — all the headlines go to the strikes. 

HERE’S THE STORY behind the John L. situation concerning 
which the American public is getting a one-sided picture. (See BTL. 
Feb. 7, ’49). Lewis is not really dealing with the coal operators but 
with the investment houses who own the controlling interests of so many 


John L.’s 


mines and railroads, plus most of the big steel companies. 
burning ambition is that the workers should get an equal leverage, if not 


more so, in major industries like stcel, coal, railroads. John L. pretty 
much follows the thinking of the Labor Party in England which has es- 
tablished the fact of Jabor domination of “the peoples place of priority 
in industry.” That is the real core of the next wide labor push in this 
country. “Industry should be run for the people as much as for the 
billionaires” is the concept that is simmering in the background of 
America’s entire labor movement. Of course this is simply part of the 
trend of our age. Those in labor who are frankly Socialists, as some 
are, go further and say “Industry should be run for the people instead of 
for the billionaires.” 

JOHN L. has long held it his personal ambition to be the first 
to establish such a beach head. He has tried to transform his miners 
from low paid hazardly employed social outeasts to highly skilled crafts- 
men with top wages and a position of security and strength that would 
take the leverage out of the hands of the few men whose wealth and 
interlacing directorates have long controlled the coal and steel business. 
John L., like most labor leaders, thus wants to wreck the Taft-Hartley 
law which curbs labor’s growing strength. But the younger, more pro- 
gressive labor leaders, while no doubt thinking the same way, are focused 
now on keeping the workers’ families fel and happy. John L. has worked 
such a transformation for his miners in the past 30 years, — he is now 
pushing to the limit the store of good will and lovalty he has created. 

Also don’t take too seriously what vou hear about the coal business 
being washed up because of John L. Oil resources are limited, production 
costly, — coal mining is not diminishing and coal will be even more impor- 
tant in the future than in the past. 
coal in vast quantities. 
coal products, — John L. expects that the number of miners needed will 


Kven atomie developments will use 
Look for great changes in mining methods and 


decrease, but production per man greatly increases with the miner at a 
high level of craftsmanship, pay, security and prestige. In spite of all 
the headline slurs and sneers, court fines, ete., and in spite of his auto- 
eratic dictatorial methods, “Ol’ blunderbuss” will likely come out again 
in the lead. Although it will take a year for the public to find it out if 
news handling follows past performances. 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 
homes, with their modern conven- 
iences and amenities, the old peo- 
ple will spend the concluding years 
of their lives in peace and content- 
ment... In three years, every old 
couple in the country who wants 
a home of their own will have one.” 


Reports from Germany reveal 
that there is a general resentment 
on the part of German youth 
against all moves toward re-arm- 
ing the German nation. <A leading 
German newspaper says that “all 
talk of a possible re-militarization 
of Germany arouses deep anxiety 
in the hearts of millions of German 
mothers 
nance in millions of German young 
(italics ours). In 1945 we 
were spending billions to defeat 
and disarm the Germans. Five 
years later we are secretly prepar- 
ing to spend some more billions to 
arm the Germans! 


and a passionate repug- 


men.” 


Norway is expressing thanks to 
American universities that received 
several hundred Norwegian stu- 
dents at the end of the war when 
their own university facilities were 
at low ebb. Oslo University has 
set up a summer school for U. S. 
students and so far has enrolled 
880 from 222 U. S. colleges in 46 


states. 


Farmers in the North West who 
raise vegetables for canning cor- 
porations have often had to sell 
their stuff for whatever they could 
get when the crop was ripe on the 
ground, — with a deadline on 
spoilage. Panie often prevailed 
when the farmers were thus caught 
at the merey of buyers, and prices 
would be down. But a 
farmers’ union has now been 
formed, called the Washington 
State Farm Crop Assn., to bargain 
An- 


nual field crop bargaining will be 


beaten 


collectively with the canners. 


carried out by representatives of 
the farmers at the time of planting. 
If prices are not satisfactory, a 
farmer can plant something else. 
Thus the canner also has the ad- 
vantage of being sure that there 
will be a suitable supply of the 
things he will need in the coming 
year and the farmer is assured of 
a fair and reasonable price. Such 
growers’ and producers’ coopera- 
tives have already been organized 
of course in many other lines, — 
dairies, poultry, citrus fruits, ete. 





FROM PARK AVE: A patriotie 
but nervous socialite, living in a 
swank N. Y. apartment, was inter- 
viewing a DP girl about a job as 
maid. The girl didn’t understand 
much about electrie washing ma- 
chines, ironers or vacuum cleaners. 
The woman finally said, “O. K., at 
least the card says you can cook, 
— what else can you do?” The 
girl replied, “I can milk reindeers.” 





